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Settimo Cielo

di Sandro Magister

by Thomas G. Weinandy

Last May I was in Rome for an International Theological Commission
meeting.  I was staying at Domus Sanctae Marthae, and since I arrived early, I
spent most of the Sunday afternoon prior to the meeting on Monday in Saint
Peter’s praying in the Eucharistic Chapel.

I was praying about the present state of the Church and the anxieties I had
about the present Pontificate.  I was beseeching Jesus and Mary, St. Peter
and all of the saintly popes who are buried there to do something to rectify the
confusion and turmoil within the Church today, a chaos and an uncertainty
that I felt Pope Francis had himself caused.  I was also pondering whether or
not I should write and publish something expressing my concerns and anxiety.

On the following Wednesday afternoon, at the conclusion of my meeting, I
went again to St. Peter’s and prayed in the same manner.  That night I could
not get to sleep, which is very unusual for me.  It was due to all that was on
my mind pertaining to the Church and Pope Francis.

At 1:15 AM I got up and went outside for short time.  When I went back to my
room, I said to the Lord: “If you want me to write something, you have to give
me a clear sign.  This is what the sign must be.  Tomorrow morning I am
going to Saint Mary Major’s to pray and then I am going to Saint John
Lateran.  After that I am coming back to Saint Peter’s to have lunch with a
seminary friend of mine.  During that interval, I must meet someone that I
know but have not seen in a very long time and would never expect to see in
Rome at this time.  That person cannot be from the United States, Canada or
Great Britain.  Moreover, that person has to say to me in the course of our
conversation, ‘Keep up the good writing’.”

The next morning I did all of the above and by the time I met my seminarian
friend for lunch what I had asked the Lord the following night was no longer in
the forefront of my mind.

However, towards the end of the meal an archbishop appeared between two
parked cars right in front of our table (we were sitting outside).  I had not seen
him for over twenty years, long before he became an archbishop.  We
recognized one another immediately.  What made his appearance even more
unusual was that, because of his recent personal circumstances, I would
never have expected to see him in Rome or anywhere else, other than in his
own archdiocese.  (He was from none of the above mentioned countries.)  We
spoke about his coming to Rome and caught up on what we were doing.  I
then introduced him to my seminarian friend.  He said to my friend that we
had met a long time ago and that he had, at that time, just finished reading my
book on the immutability of God and the Incarnation.  He told my friend that it
was an excellent book, that it helped him sort out the issue, and that my friend
should read the book.  Then he turned to me and said: “Keep up the good
writing.”

I could hardly believe that this just happened in a matter of a few minutes. 
But there was no longer any doubt in my mind that Jesus wanted me to write
something.  I also think it significant that it was an Archbishop that Jesus
used.  I considered it an apostolic mandate.

So giving it considerable thought and after writing many drafts, I decided to
write Pope Francis directly about my concerns.  However, I always intended
to make it public since I felt many of my concerns were the same concerns
that others had, especially among the laity, and so I publicly wanted to give
voice to their concerns as well.
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